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Strange and Wonderful © 


FROM 


Bridewel] 


Example to all Night- Wakets: other. 
wiſe called, Lhe Ladies of Byidewell, 


Being, A True Relation of 2 young Beautiful Woman, 


who was wonn by the Pjous Perſwaſions ef a Civil Stranger 
from her Wanton and Wicked Courſe of Life ; With an Ko. 
count, How ſhe became Miſtriſs of all kind of Wordly Felj- 
cities, as the Reward of her Vertue, and her high Ex. .mplary 


Gratitude to the Gentleman, that was (under God) the Oc- 
cafton of her Converſion, 
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Lendon, Printed for Rowland Reynolds, next S_ O- 
ver againſt St, Clemezt's Church in the Srravd, 1677, 
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Strange & Wonderful News from Bride- 
well of a Converted Whore, &<c. 


Fe Civil Gentleman not long fince having 
DY- been walking alone in the Fields,Con- 
>» templating with himſelf; and re- 
V/=& turning back (not the ſame way he 
= went out, but through another part 
of the Suburbs, to which he was a 

meer ſtrangers and finding himſelf A. 

wo et © = thirſt), heſtepped into the firſt Houſe 
that offered it ſelf; and calling for a Cup of Beer, (ſea- 
tive bimſelf 1n the firſt Room next the Street) he had not 
well wiped the Sweat from his Face with his Handker- 
chief, but two or three young Wenches came (skit- 
tiſhly) in and out the Roomz who ſeeing him a Man. 
of Faſhion, and therefore likely to be of Means, they 
thought tro make of him ſome Booty, being (it ſeems) 
ſet on by the Graadam of the Houſe; for, as it pro- 
ved, it was a Common Bawdy-Honſe. The Youngeſt, 
and handiomeſt, among the reſt, was put upon him; 
= A 2 who 


. SS Y , 
- al F. . , 
, by I £5 


* 
— 


"MP" 
who eatreated him not to be feen below, where eve- 
ry Porter, Carr-man, and Common-Fellow, came to 
Drink; but to take a more retired Room: The 
Gentleman ſuſpecting the place to be no better than 
it ſhould be, and being willing to fee. ſome Faſhions, 
took her. gentle profier, and went up Stairsz where 
they two being alone, and a Bed in the Room (Beer 
being brought up), ſhe offered him more: than Com- * 
mon Courteſie; which he apprehending, asked her, If ' 
ihe did not ufe ſach Provocations to incite him to * 
Luſt? which ihe plainly: confeſſed: And he told her, * 

_ He accepted of her Kindneſs, onely he defired a dar- * 

_ ker Room, which ſhe told him ſhe would; and after 
ihe had ſhewed him ſeveral Rooms, at length (he | 
brought him into the Cellar: being there, he asked if | 
no Body could obſerve or be ſenſible of their Amours? To : 
which ſhe replyed, The Privacy, the Darkneſs, and | 
the Retiredneſs of the Place, did {hut out all Obſer- t 
| vers: But true Vectue, and Honeſty, urged the Gentle- | 
man to te]l her, That no Place could be fo dark, and 
ſecure, but that God would obſerve their cloſeſt Con- 
trivances, though Man could not : To which he ad- |} 


ded, Surely we are Monſters of Nature; and the 
more ſo, beceuſe we appear in the Eye of the 
World to be Chriſtians, that we dare a& ſuch black | 
Crimes in the fight of God; of which we are aſha- 
med, and bluſh to ACt in the fight of Man, and in 
the face of the Sun. The young Woman anſwered 
with diſdain, That ſurely ſhe had procured a Prea- |} 
cher inſtead of a Gallant, 

| I befeech you, ſayes the Gentleman (with a great 

_ deal of Zeal) do not deceive your ſelf; but conſider 


_ (whilſt 


(3) 


(whiff you are not yet paſt all hopes of being re- 
claimed out of this moſt finfu), and lude Courſe of 
Life), that you have a Soul to preſerve, as well as 
a Body, and ihat this way, wherein you now live, will 
deſtroy buth. 

[ need not tell you, how many have been brought 
to their Graves, occaſioned by the foul Diſeaſes they 
have Contracted in the Fruition of their Luſtsz and 
that, without very great Repentance, the Soul muſt 
(anavoidably) for ever bura in Hell Fire: And there- 
fore, if you have any kindneſs either for” Sou}, or Bo- 
dy, your Welltare 1n this, or in another World, you 
muſt ſpeedily leave this molt hateful manner of Liviog 3 


\ which will be a Joy to God, and his Angels in Hea- 


-yen, as well as to all thoſe that truly love you on 
Earth. — 

And uſing many ſuch like Godly Exhortations, to 
let her ſee the Wickedneſs of her Life, he (at length) 
drew Tears from her Eyes: And being as it wete a- 
wakned out of the deep Sleep of -her fins, ſhe burſt 
forth into theſe Expretiiions3 Sir, Your Pious Exhorta« 
tions hath wrought that upon my Sou), which neither 
Shame, nor Puniſhment could do. 

He Rejoycing that ſo much Good was wrought 
| upon her, asked her, If !he was willing to leave this 
courſe of Life for a better? To which ſhe did anſwer, 
That ſhe did fully reſolve ſo to do; and that ſhe 
would willingly endure and undergo any Hardſhip, 
| and labour in a Service, rather than offend God, and 
Damne her Soul, by continuing 1n that wicked Way; 
and Place (he was then in. 
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The Gentleman then told her, He had a Friend 
- that be would wiſh her to, that Tb 2d in a Good and 
Religious wayz aad that he doubted not, but that 
ſhe ſhould be entertained as a Servant: Withall rel- 
ling her, He w-uid, in a few Dayes, ſend for her: 
And glving her a'great charge to leave the filthy Rags 
behind, and he would ſend her N=w Cloathesz and 
Money, it (he owed any, that ſhe might come clear 
away from lo Wicked a Houſe; which was done ac- 
cordingly. 
 _ She being now ſei]ed in this Religions Family, 
where her Maſter and Miſtreſs looked upon their new | 
Servant with no little faristaQtion ; for the Diligence 
ſhe uſed to content them in all things, as well as the 
Love lhe bore to their Children, It pleaſed +:2d, her 
Miftriſs fell fick; and on a day ſhe told her Huzband, 
That, if ſhe dyed, ſhe thought (or che Childrens ake) 
it would be the beſt for him to Marry again: With- 
_ al}, ſhe tv!d him, He had a plentiful Eſtate; and a 
200d Wcman, though ſhe bad not Monies, would. be 
a Portion ſufficient : She alſo Recommended to him '" 
her Maid; treli:;ng him, That a betrer Servant never ' 
came into a Hoiſe. and ſo (coniequently ) would " 
-make a good. Wife, "The Miſtriſs dyins, theſe Words 
took [wpreflion on the mind of her Þ..-fters And af- 
ter {cme Cconyenient time paſt, made: 4 Motion to his 
Maid, which (be accepting OL 5 ani, in a little time, 
they were accordingly Marryed. 
It pleaſed God, that her Maſter, whom = was new- 


iy Marryed to, fell ſick, and dyed: Allo, he makes 
Her fall Executrix. 


Now, 


_ Now, juſt as ſhe followed the Herſe to the Church, 

fhe eſpyed this Gentleman, that had been (next un- 
der God) the cauſe of her Converſion; and wiſpe- 
ring 2 Servant in the Ear, bid him to fall into Difconrſe 
with hiw, and inquire the Place of his abode; whici 
was done accordingly, 

Now, you muſt know, That this Gentieman had 
great Adventures at Sea, and many Misfortunes there- 
upons ſo that, Poverty came npon him, as it appea- 
_ red afterwards, upon a further inquiry. | 
To be ſhort, Within a few dayes after, ſhe {ent him 
_ ene hundred Pound to buy him Cloathe:, and other 
Neceſlaries: And withall, He was invited ſuch a Day, 
\ to ſach a Place, to come and: Dine with the Party 
that had ſent him the Money; Eor, he was not* to 
know the Reaſon of it, till afterwards; as it ſhould 
be thought convenient. 
Being thus Apparelled, and Money in his Pocket, 
| he comes exactly to the Place appointed; where he 
- met with feyeral Gentleman, that had been alſo invi- 

ted by this newly Rich Widdowsz For, theſe were her 
new Suitors, ſhe havine many, being Rich alſo; and 
all this, ere her Husband was ſcarce cold. And this 
day, fhe told them 1n a Frojlick, ſhe would choote 
her a Husbbnd z, looking, and alſo diſcouriing very 
Lightly of the afore-mentioned Gentleman, which made 
good Sport for the reſt of the other Gentleman-Suitors 5 
every one thinking himſelf the Perſon deligned tor 1g 
great a Fortune, as this Widdow had, favethis Gentle- 
man only. Dinner being ended, {he drank a Health 
to this Gentleman (who was the Sport oi ihe Com- 
Papy betore), and declared to him, T rar, that mrs 
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| ſhe choſe him for her Husband, if ever ſhe did mar- 
. ry, he ſhould be the Man: And withall, Conducted | 
"Him to her late Husband's Chaire, which ſtood emp- 

" ty at the upper-end of the Table. | She alfo bid him 
drink a Health upon the ſame, to the reſt of the in- | 
vited Gueſts, which he did accordingly : This Choyce 
working an alteration on the Spirits, as well as on the 
 Countenance, of the reſt of the Suitors, who before 
had made ſport with this Geatleman. _. 

— Thus the Cloſe proved better than the kegioning , 
and the Banquet of Sweert-Meats made amends. for 
the Harſh Feaſt: They were there Contracted, the 
Suitors Witneſſes, and "Brk after Marryed. Aad thus 


his YVertue, and ber Converſion, had one Joynt Re 
ward. 


